June 29, 2023

Greetings,

A new report released June 5, 2023, identifies a regional goal of producing and
consuming 30% of New England’s food needs in the region by 2030. Commissioned by
the New England State Food System Planners Partnership, a collaboration between
Vermont Farm to Plate, five other state-level organizations and Food Solutions New
England, the report outlines the role New Englanders can play in making the region’s
food system stronger and more self-reliant. The report - A Regional Approach to Food
System Resilience - is a product of 16 researchers exploring the opportunities and
needs along the food supply chain in New England, and highlights the land, sea, and
labor needs of the region, consumer purchase metrics, distribution trends, and
population projections that will impact the region’s ability to feed itself in the coming
years.

New England states had a total food expenditure of over $87.1 billion in 2019, or about
$5,868 per person in the region. In order to ensure that 30% of New England’s food
needs are met with New England products, the average New Englander would have to
spend about $1,760 of that total food expenditure on regionally-produced food. By 2030,
total food expenditures are projected to reach $98.4 billion, or about $1,890 per person
to reach the 30% goal. While this is an important metric, we also understand that it will
be important to continue our work to ensure access to locally and regionally produced
food for all.

As NEASDA states, we support sharing this report across our constituencies and
continue to build collaborations to support our New England food supply chain and goal
for meeting 30% of our region’s food need within the region.

Sincerely,
4o LI
|
Amanda Beal Bryan Hurlburt
Commissioner Commissioner
Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation Connecticut Department of Agriculture

and Forestry


https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnefoodsystemplanners.org%2f&c=E,1,22aXDGFadC4xv95j89Ia-u09_YXZxC4YkheoFAZur5oF80UAhM6fJVdYt2YBiJwygQ771HXQrTPyKWXRmmjKOR-RW26CvxDwMb_azPh2pK41&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2ffoodsolutionsne.org%2f&c=E,1,xWEmDYVveW32jzuWncckvnmjLwptF92rRD0UlrEIy4RIvzfNWpXlMFaStqUE5_-v4BCmaAKQkD7nmoLVzTLv4obTr5_3UDujs38RzROARExurBz-iMydUvA9wA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2ffoodsolutionsne.org%2f&c=E,1,xWEmDYVveW32jzuWncckvnmjLwptF92rRD0UlrEIy4RIvzfNWpXlMFaStqUE5_-v4BCmaAKQkD7nmoLVzTLv4obTr5_3UDujs38RzROARExurBz-iMydUvA9wA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fbit.ly%2fNewEnglandFoodReport&c=E,1,rbGBPKsAlsZ5MQIBBcEvwi85alWwYr1HRuj6LsiiiTg7tutYxJeRAMtB0Dh6v0HaK0cR1Y2ypIWYmRvPI9g8n7vj6y_0uafZgb1XEgkEPdI,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fbit.ly%2fNewEnglandFoodReport&c=E,1,rbGBPKsAlsZ5MQIBBcEvwi85alWwYr1HRuj6LsiiiTg7tutYxJeRAMtB0Dh6v0HaK0cR1Y2ypIWYmRvPI9g8n7vj6y_0uafZgb1XEgkEPdI,&typo=1
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